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THREE EXHIBITIONSAT two galleries, Jonathan Ferrara
and Heriard-Cimino, explore similar content and media.
The paintings and collages of Justin Forbes, Krista Jurisich,
and Paul Campbell range from high degrees of representa-
tion to non-objectivity, showing a slice of the spectrum of
formal possibility. But form does not entirely comprise their
meaning - their subjects seem to be linked by ideas of dis-
order, uncontrollable events, and the relationship between
structure and chaos.

In "Halcyon Days" at Jonathan Ferrara, Forbes
shows a series of texturally fiat, figurative oil paintings cre-
ated in the past year - according to the gallery, his first major

body ofwork since his removal from the city during Katrina.
The subject matter - street scenes, dimly lit bars, varied char-
acters caught mid-gesture - narrates a personal mythology
steeped in youthful anarchy. Images of current culture were
originally against an academic norm, butted against author-
ity and structure. Forbes' use of this subject matter places
his paintings in the genre of social realism, particularly the
Ashcan School, which emphasized the underbelly of urban
life. The scale is approachable and forthright; the sub-nar-
ratives of Forbes' overall story fit neatly into the window of
the picture plane.

Stylized color and line struggle against these con-
fines. Though there is evidence of the influence of Alice
Neel in the sensuous curves and contours, and seelningly
arbitrary but expressive color, that Forbes uses to paint his
characters, his palette is more intense. Forbes' saturated col-
or joins with a skewed perspective that lingers somewhere
above and right in front of the .primary (and authoritative)
figure inMcQueen's Blvd. The formal qualities evoke dream-
seapes or acid trips, places and drugs that are outside the
realm of conventional rules, but also means for finding sense
in the waking world. Burlesque figures interrupt the order
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